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Title:  Firearm Regulation for Persons Convicted of Violent Offenses 
Introduced by: Jerry Walden, MD and Jennifer Aloff, MD, FAAFP 
Original Author: Jerry Walden, MD and Jennifer Aloff, MD, FAAFP 
 

WHEREAS, Title 18 U.S. Code Section 3553 “Imposition of a Sentence” defines “violent offense” as “a crime of 1 

violence, as defined in [Title18, Part I, Chapter 1,] Section 16 [Crime of Violence Defined], that is punishable by 2 

imprisonment,” and 3 

WHEREAS, a “crime of violence” under the U.S. Code of Public Law of the 98th Congress under Title 18, Part I, 4 

Chapter 1, Section 16, Subsection (a) is defined as “an offense that has as an element the use, attempted use, or 5 

threatened use of physical force against the person or property of another,” and 6 

WHEREAS, the Gun Control Act of 1988 only prohibits the sale to, and possession of firearms by, a person indicted 7 

or convicted of misdemeanors punishable by more than two years of imprisonment, and 8 

WHEREAS, per Section 28.422 of Michigan Compiled Laws, Michigan does not state or enforce the limitations of 9 

firearm sales to persons charged with or convicted of a violent offense misdemeanor with any length of 10 

imprisonment, and 11 

WHEREAS, “handgun possession is prohibited for people who have committed a violent misdemeanor punishable by 12 

less than 1 year of imprisonment” in five states including California, Hawaii, New York, Connecticut, and Maryland 13 

since 2016, and 14 

WHEREAS, aggravated assaults accounted for 68.2% of violent crimes reported to law enforcement in 2019, and 15 

WHEREAS, California saw a “37% lower gun death rate than the national average” as of June 2022 since enacting 16 

firearm safety laws, and 17 

WHEREAS, Hawaii had the lowest gun death rate at 2.5 deaths per capita in 2019 following its history of strict 18 

firearm legislation, and 19 

WHEREAS, 15 states have adopted a similar policy which bans the purchase of firearms for those convicted of a 20 

violent misdemeanor, and 21 

WHEREAS, states like California and Hawaii have subsequently rescinded firearm possession for periods of 10 22 

years up to indefinite suspension of possession, respectively, and 23 

WHEREAS, adoption of this and similar policies by other states have correlated in an 18% reduction in total homicide 24 

rates, and 25 
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WHEREAS, the American Academy of Family Physicians has a position paper which includes data supporting 26 

firearm restrictions in purchasing and possession in the cases of domestic violence, now, therefore, be it 27 

RESOLVED, that Michigan Academy of Family Physicians advocate for legislation enacting restriction on the 28 

purchase of new firearms in Michigan by people with assault, violent assault and battery, or other violent 29 

misdemeanor convictions for 10 years following conviction; and be it further 30 

RESOLVED, that Michigan Academy of Family Physicians advocate for legislation enacting a rescindment of any 31 

and all firearm possession by people with assault, violent assault and battery, or other violent misdemeanor 32 

convictions for 10 years following conviction; and be it further 33 

RESOLVED, that the Michigan Delegation to the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) Congress of 34 

Delegates ask the AAFP to share model legislation with chapters in order to enhance advocacy efforts aimed at 35 

reducing gun violence. i 36 

 
1.  RESOLUTION 13-23, MSMS House of Delegates, 2023, Title: Persons Charged with or Convicted of Violent Offense 
Subject to Firearm Regulation; Introduced by: Ashton Lewandowski, for the Medical Student Section; Original Authors: 
Adefolarin Alade, Patrick Ancheta, Heba Basha, Dayaan Ghani, Madison Polay, and Laura Carravallah, MD  
2. 18 U.S. Code - 3553 - Imposition of a sentence. (n.d.). LII / Legal Information Institute. 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/3553   
3. Crime of Violence Defined. 18 USC-16 (1984):  https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title18-  
section16&num=0&edition=prelim   
4. Giffords: Courage to Fight Gun Violence. (2022, October 17). Firearm Prohibitions. Giffords.  https://giffords.org/lawcenter/gun-laws/policy-
areas/who-can-have-a-gun/firearm-prohibitions/  4. Michigan Legislature. (n.d.). Section 28.422 License to purchase, carry, possess, or 
transport pistol;  issuance; qualifications; applications; sale of pistol; exemptions; transfer of ownership to heir or devisee;  nonresident; active 
duty status; forging application as felony; implementation during business hours  [Policy].   
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(njf3xehjr4lpb35oxpotebz3))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname =mcl-28-422   
5. Siegel M, Pahn M, Xuan Z, Fleegler E, Hemenway D. The Impact of State Firearm Laws on Homicide and  Suicide Deaths in the USA, 1991-
2016: a Panel Study. J Gen Intern Med. 2019 Oct;34(10):2021-2028.  doi: 10.1007/s11606-019-04922-x. Epub 2019 Mar 28. PMID: 30924089; 
PMCID: PMC6816623.  
6. Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund. (2022, August 29). No Gun Purchases After Violent Offense.  Everytown Research & Policy. 
https://everytownresearch.org/rankings/law/no-gun-purchases-after violent-offense/   
7. FACT SHEET: California’s Gun Safety Policies Save Lives, Provide Model for a Nation Seeking Solutions.  (2022, July 14). California Governor. 
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2022/06/02/fact-sheet-californias-gun safety-policies-save-lives-provide-model-for-a-nation-seeking-solutions/   
8. Gun Violence by State 2023. (n.d.). https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/gun-violence-by state   
9. AAFP Position Paper, “Gun Violence, Prevention of”. https://www.aafp.org/about/policies/all/gun-violence.html 
 


