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MICHIGAN AC -\DEM\ OF
FAMILY PHYSICIANS

Title:  Formation of a National Bureau for Firearm Injury Prevention
Introduced by: Pamela Rockwell, DO, FAAFP and Philip Zazove, MD
Original Author: Pamela Rockwell, DO, FAAFP and Philip Zazove, MD

WHEREAS, family physicians are on the front lines of health crises and can be encouraged to address firearm injury
and death with the same tools used successfully to confront other public health concerns for decades’, and

WHEREAS, the National Highway Safety Bureau (NHSB) successfully addressed the problem of motor vehicle death
using a systemic public health approachii, and coordinated its activities to complement each other synergistically to
reduce injuries resulting in reducing motor vehicle death rate by two-thirds¥, and

WHEREAS, deaths from firearm injuries have increased by over 20% over the past 20 years": firearm injury and
death are public health crises, and would likely be reduced by public health methods for reduction that have been
proven effective¥, and

to action” from numerous other health organizations and the American Bar Association advocate for measures to
reduce the negative public health consequences of firearms*, and

WHEREAS, there are comprehensive, multidimensional strategies designed to reduce firearm injury and death®’, that
can be achieved with the coordinated modalities used by NHSB to reduce motor vehicle deaths, and the synergistic
coordination of multiple modalities is best accomplished through a single entity such as the NHSB7 and

WHEREAS, to be maximally effective at decreasing firearm injury and deaths in the United States, a National Bureau
for Firearm Injury Prevention must be created, run by experts in public health, medicine, engineering,
communications, and law enforcement working together in a transparent and nonpartisan organization charged with'
setting the nation’s firearm injury research agenda and developing, testing, and implementing firearm safety
technologies?; overseeing campaigns to encourage behaviors likely to reduce firearm injuries?; setting legislative
priorities for saving lives due to firearm injury*; directing priorities for enforcing firearm laws in concert with the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco Firearms and Explosives and state law enforcement agencies; creation of a National Bureau for
Firearm Injury Prevention is a cornerstone of Doctors For America’s policy on firearm injury prevention and is also
being advocated for by multiple professional health groups and grassroots organizations dedicated to firearm injury
prevention, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that Michigan Academy of Family Physicians support the creation of a National Bureau for Firearm
Injury Prevention to reduce firearm injury and death based on proven public health research and practices; and be it
further

RESOLVED, that Michigan Academy of Family Physicians shall bring a resolution to the 2023 American Academy of
Family Physicians Congress of Delegates meeting, proposing that AAFP support the creation of a National Bureau
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for Firearm Injury Prevention to reduce firearm injury and death based on proven public health research and
practices.
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